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P R E F A C E  
This special issue of Discrete Applied Mathematics contains selected papers 
presented at the "Joint US/FRG Seminar: Applications of Combinatorial Methods 
in Mathematical Programming" which took place in Gainesville, Florida, March 
18-22, 1985. This seminar was visited by many of the leading experts working at 
universities of the United States of America and the Federal Republic of Germany 
in the areas of Combinatorices and Combinatorial Optimization. The list of par- 
ticipants from these two countries was extended by a few researchers from other 
countries. 
The schedule of the conference, and correspondingly the papers of this issue, 
covered the following areas within Combinatorial Optimization. 
- Algorithms for NP-complete problems 
- Combinatorial structures of optimization problems 
- Graph and network algorithms 
- Data structures for optimization problems 
- Models for "real-world" problems 
Each speaker was asked to include in his presentation a list of open problems. The 
conference therefore lead to lively discussions, and the reader of this issue of DAM 
will see papers which were influenced by these results. 
It goes without saying that the selected papers were subject o the usual high stan- 
dard reviewing processes of DAM. Wc hope that the selected papers offer an in- 
teresting and stimulating crossection of current trends in Combinatorices and 
Combinatorial Optimization. 
We are very much indebted to numerous referees; their names will appear in due 
course in DAM. 
The success of the conference and the publication of this special issue of DAM 
would not have been possible without the active support of several individuals and 
institutions. The US and FRG participants were supported by grants of the National 
Scicncc Foundation (Grant No. INT-8314215) and the German Research Council 
(DFG). The participants of non-US/FRG countries received generous upport from 
the Office of Naval Research (Grant No. N00014-85-G-0110) and the Gatorade 
Foundation of the University of Florida. The conference was also partially financed 
by funds of the Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering and the College 
of Engineering. 
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